
366 DESCRIPTION^ OF TWOFISHES FROMPOET JACKSOX,

196. Heliastes axalis, Ciiv. & Yal.

Gruutli., Cat. 4, p. 62.

—

Chromis analls, Bleek., Atl. Iclitli.,

Pomac, pi. 6, fig. 1.

" Ku " o£ tlie natives.

Description of two Eisiies lately taken ix or near Port

Jackson.

ey ^y. Macleay, r.L.8.

ChILODACTYLVS MuLIIALLTI, Ql. Sjl.

D. 15 -A. A. 2/9. L. lat. 46.

Elongate, moderately compressed ; the lieiglit of tlie body is

one-fifth of the total length and equal to the length of the head
;

profile of head convex, the space between the eyes much rounded

and equal to four diameters of the eye, the distance from the

eye to the snout equal to three diameters. The snout is obtuse,

the lips thick and fleshy, and the mouth small, the maxillary

scarcely reaching midway between the snout and the eye. The

opercles are unarmed ; there are a few very minute scales on the

upper part of the preoperculum, and the operculum is covered

except near the edges with minute scales, the rest of the head is

naked. The scales of the body are large, cycloid and adherent,

excepting the thoracic surface which is naked or clothed with

very minute scales. The dorsal fin is deeply notched, the first

spine very short, the second about double the length, the third

about double that, the fourth still longer, and the fifth, sixth,

and seventh the longest ; the soft dorsal is in height scarcelj'- so

high as the longest spines, and decreases slightly and uniformly

to its termination ; the caudal fin is dee])ly forked ; the first anal

spine is very short, the second is longer and stronger, and only

one-fifth the height of the first ray. The six lower rays of the

pectoral fin are simple, and of this the second is the longest,
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but it does not exceed the length of the others by more than one-

eighth of its length. The general colour is bluish- grey on the

back, becoming whitish on the belly ; the head is variegated with

blotches of greenish and olive brown, the dorsal fins are of a

clouded greyish tint, the spinous seeming to have the base

red ; the caudal fin is almost black, the anal blackish with a white

margin and base, the ventrals bluish-grey with an indistinct

whitish patch near the base. Length 26 inches.

I name this fine fish after the Assistant Inspector of

Fisheries, Mr. Thomas Mulhall. His practised eye detected it

at once in the Sydney Fish Market as something unusual, and

he brought it to me. ]t now forms part of the collection of the

Commissioners of Fisheries.

Ammotretis zoxatus, n. sj).

D. 75. A. 53. A^ dext. 7, sin. 3. P. 11.

This species differs from A. rostratus, the only one of the

genus hitherto observed, in many respects, the most evident being

the general greyish-black colour, instead of the almost rufous-

brown of the other, in having across the body a broad irregular

indistinct zone of a whitish hue, in having the vertical fins

higher, the tail rather longer, the lower eye more distinctly in

advance of the other, and the maxillary flap smaller. The height

is considerably more than half the length of the body excluding

the caudal fin. Length 7 inches.

Hah. Port Jackson.

The type of this species also belongs to the Fisheries depart-

ment.

DESCRIPTIO^fS OF SOMENEWQl'EEXSLA.XI) FiSlIES*

Br Charles AV. De Yis, B.A.

Fam. BERYCID.E.

CLEiDOprs, ;?. y.

Muzzle rounded, blunt, protruding. Cle^t of the mouth
oblique. Eye large. Teeth viliform on the jaws, palatines,

y


